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Design solutions for assistive
technology from the 1970°s??




Not a reality until later life




Left to our own devices photo
competition — a way of confronting
old ideas
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Left To Our
own Devicesﬁ

Left To Our Own Devi:ces is @ UK:wide photography competition open to
everyone, on the subjact of older people’s experiences with technology.

http://lefttoourowndevices.orq.uk/

Closing date for entries 31 Janua



Good design to promote health,
wellbeing and participation
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The Future Bathroom Project
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Emergent issues

The house you are in at 65 is probably the one you will

want to be in at 85 but a lot happens to you in those 20
years. It’s a time of great physical changes. The

bathroom has to be very adaptable.

We had all this equipment provided by social
services....it was a real pain because it’s difficult to
clean...the grandchildren... They couldn’t use the loo
when all this stuff was on....unsightly....well she never

uses it.
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More examples

Social services have been very kindly...given me
an electric bath lift and I’'m very grateful...it’s not
ideal.

I’d like some sort of grab rail that wasn'’t a
permanent attachment....| was thinking things in
an aeroplane seat where they go down flat but
when you press the button they come up so that
they are not stuck out permanently for anyone
using the wash basin and catching themselves.










Good design is fundamental

« Useful — usable- desirable
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So what about our own later life?

What are our expectations?

~It's a personal agenda



